Let the train take the strain

Potato gro

BY JOEWATSON

A MOTHY POSBLD ETOWeT has
shipped what oould be the
st of many koads of ssed
potazces hound for spont
by rail

Higgins Agriculiure,
based At Alves, near Figin
Inaded the Hermes on wo
SpaTONR'S COOtAINeTs,
which were then taksn v
il to Grangemouth for
nading om to 2 ship for ex-
Tt 0 Szudi Arahin

General manager Devid
Chialmers said the frm had
besn investifRLbng @i use
fior some time and, thanks
o finAncis] sssstanes from
Hitrams, it had become pos-
silie.

He szid: “The Higgins
Group has Always inno-

“The road
network the
lorries use is
creaking with
the level of
usage"”

vated in meshods of han-
dlling the potasn crop, both
in Enpiand and Scodand.

“managing director
David Higgins has en-
couraged the Scottish
PErt of the group o leak
Bt ways of reducing cost
and carbon footprine in
every aspect of our han-
dling and in the transpon
Of AT COOpS

“Wia 552 it 25 A MOTE 8-
ficient transport solution
for the business a5 we
ship 4,000 t0 5,000
tonnes of saad povatoes
by container from
Maorayshire annually.”

Mr Chalmers said this
wauld remove 2 hige um-
her of 4Ty jouImeys from
the moad.

“The rail option is still
more eXpensive than
moad currently and we are
TeCeiving suppaort
through Hitrans to allow
us to take part in the
trial ™ he said.

“We hope that it 5 soc-
cessfidl and can be made a
sustainable and eCODOmE:
apRicm for the fture trans-
[Pt Of (4T CTOPG.

“It would zlso be very
‘el tothve Teasin ees if we
ol nse the comtaineT -
ciity in Aberdeen for crops
grown around that re-
gion"

Mr Chalmers said Hig-
gins naded 1520 wranspon
comiaineTs 2 weel during
e anmes] peck eXport 5E-
50, besween Ociober and
DeeseerT bea, IO S BOTE: &t
Lomghalinck

And it wasa hmge burdan
an the roads o get them
s0uth on already busy
Toes, incuding the AG5 e0
Aviemom and then the A
soath

“The road network the
TorTies 156 i5 creaking with
the level of ussge and any-
thing which can take a
e viume of lomes of
them mst be oonsidened”
=aid Mr Chalmems.

He hopes that, wih in-
cTeasad mse, the rail opsion
could become cheaper in
the longer term and be
[PIice comipetitive with road
ATENSpOTL

Howevar, Mr Chalmears
=8id this would require 21
EOLETS b0 co-ppeTate and
{ffeT large wWilimes 0 T=il
firms to make it more at-

BIG DEAL: From Left, Danid Chalmers,, bunyers

tractive w0 them. The rail
ORI iS OOlY preca-com-
petitive dus # the suppon
We are repeiving from Hi-
trans, which we am grate-
ful foc” he added.

Mr Chalmers said it had
Iesen & year of mixed qual-
ity for saad prodaction.
Yiekds were variable, with
crops in the noreh faring
hetter than dnoss in Parth
and Angas.

The dry weather in Jaly
and Angust had thrown up

the challenge of increased
levels of cmamon scab on
tuaTs,

Mr Chalmers said: “Tol-
Brances of this disesse are
VET¥ tight in Key export
markets, sach as Fopt s
prading will be very chal-
lenEing asin many cass this
market is the only opton
fr & VaTiety”

Saad crops in Scotland
snoald all be Lifted by now.
Higgins 2t Flgin = sending
8 harveser down o its op-

erztions in England o as-
sist 85 conditions thare
were difficalt in Tecent
weeks becanse of weather
problems.

Hipgins exports about
O o thie B-,04M) tONTes
of seed it produces anmu-
ally. It has # fmil-time staf
in Moray.

Export desinasions zlso
include Thailand, 1srasl
Germany and Indonesia.

However, the firm is
loning &t opening sales

wer sets sights on rail
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0 NEW IDtEMEtional mar-
Kets, although Mr
Chalmers said it was al-
ways & long and difficul
process o do that 28 their
Tequirements and prow-
cols were often challeng-
ing tiv fOlfil

The posatn boss said the
conginued palitical unres:
in Egypt, now Scotlands
Tnzin expart destination for
seed and accounting for
moTe than 40% of 5ales,
WES @ WINTY.

Gaordon Lefn

He added: “The trade isa
[t DETVINES AfteT the Re0es
some had 1est year and the
ongoing political unress
thers makes doing hasi-
ness very challenging this
BEARNT

The Main VATieties ex-
poreed by Higgins Agrioal-
ware are Hermes and At-
Antic.

It &len shims somes Char-
lotte, Olyvmpus, Horizon,
Maris Peer, Russat Barbeank
and Forha



