Early seed
tattie harvest
wrapped up

thanks to

‘solden’ fleece

BY JOE WATSON

Usineg; o flesor has helpad a
Moray serd potabo proveer
harvest & erop destined for
Thailand and Indonesia 2
fortnight earler iban nor-
mual.

Higgins Agricultore,
‘besed at Alves, near Elgin,

same type ns put over
tarmnipe to avald pest at
tacks - om pearly five meres
of Alamiie,

It fullows & trial last vear
sl mini-tubers which
went well General man-
ager [Wvid Chalmers said
thir exwrelse had agnin this
el beenl 4 BEE SOEess,
bath on Clse commencial
s crup and on neacly &0
e of mimi-tubens.

Heackdred: “Tm not sure 1
winidel ciadm mmy henefit of
st comiral fromn the: fleece
it I8 on for 6 short period
of time, althoagh it obeg-
ously dices prevent attack
when in place.

“We grow around 3%
hitares (563 acres) of At
lantic on the farm &l
TG i CONIFACT FRowers”
farms aomes Sootland. We
are in the endiest aren of
Septland which & why we
hiwe such an ndvaniage in
early exports, such as to
Thailand, The rest of the

“We are

in the earliest
area of
Scotland”

orops are arownd twao
weeks hehind the flesced
a

Mr Chalmers said the
ares of Atlantie under
flence pew year woukl be
expanded again Lo oon-
timue to eviluate the com-
mercinl benefits to the fam-
ilv-cwmed business, which
his Its headgnarters near
Thocaster,

He asa the biggeet bt~

efits of the flesce &3 the ear-
ler harvest and shipping o
custoneTs, alkowing har-
weEl o be spread over a
Jotager periced and being
firsished] earty which wes al-
ways a key target for seed-
potabo grovers and an in-
crease in the saleable vaeld
aif the crom Iy 12.5% ar L9
i AT ACTE,

Bl Chaliers acklid: "W
think it Wil enhance the
phosiclogical age of the re-
subtant crop which will g
ar customer an earlier
orop when grown im Thai-
Iand which will be 0 huge
Lemefit to them”

T Bhdescws COiseE AL A C0EL
of £512 a ha (E20702 an

for thres. It was apphied
tw wieeks after planting
ared i the wake of herbi-
cide heing applied. It was
on the Aflantic for three te
four weeks, with the cop
it from it in much

the same: wiy as plants
grown In & greenhouse
with e Meeo: helping re-
tain bestt in the soil

plication process toocut
labour coets, He added:
“We think we can gt the
fleere on earlier Dext yean
the comstraimnt this yrar was

e )

A ;
Harvesting of the Atlantic crop undar way at Alves

i earlier in the week 1o
see the crop bedng har-
wested as well as the finn's
starnge facilities and its
-ty aperations
Higgils 15 among Soot-
lanel's [argeat eeed tatthe

roverd with 617 acres,
muxch of which B gooem
with & joing-venture part-
. That gives it hetween
F0,00H0 inemes of seed an-
mally, Akt 704 of that is
eiported to destinations
ghobally. Thers are 14 full-
timne stadff in Moray, whicl
is boosted by 10-12 part-
time emqphnvess at harvest
and during gmding.




