Michael Higgins, ‘The
Potato Man’, began
trading in 1959,
delivering pre-packed,
5lb bags of potatoes in
and around Doncaster
in an Austin A40 van

Move to larger
premises in
Conisborough — a
wooden shack & office
that was a converted
ex-railway van. First
deliveries to local crisp
manufacturer

Moved to larger premises
at Bury Farm.

Became registered as
M Higgins Limited

Only one member
of our staff was

born in this year
2?7

Picture by kind permission of Mr John New

Bury Farmhouse, Old Bawtry Road in thel1950’s

We acquire our first lorry — a new
Bedford




1964

1966

1967

1968

Started business
relationship with
Meredith & Drew
(crisp producers)
and expanded the
business

Acquired tenancy of
Blaxton Grange
Farm

Mr and Mrs Michael
Higgins have an
addition to the
family — their
daughter Karen is
born

Incorporation of Higgins
(Farms) Ltd

Contract Farming larger
acreage of Maris Peer
for Canning industry

Purchased part of Rands
Farm, Blaxton — farm area
now 400 acres

Aerial View — picture taken
Aug 09




First long term box
potato store erected at
Finningley — 1500 tonne

capacity

An aerial view of the
stores in 1970

We move to larger offices at
Bury Farm, Old Bawtry Road

Our old offices were
transported to France when we
opened our Pommies office in
1990

Purchased 86 acres of land rented from
Hoveringham Gravels

Combining — picture taken July 09




We build 2 more environment controlled
box potato stores — capacity 3000 tonnes

Kevin Higgins starts
work at Higgins

(Picture taken 2008)

We sponsor a Potato Harvester
demonstration at Clumber Park

Left — right Kevin, Michael & David Higgins

Potato Harvest Demonstrating




Karen Higgins is
appointed as a Sales
Representative

David Higgins, now Group Managing
Director, starts work at Higgins

Started packing carton bakers under the
Pommies brand

Stephen Uttridge appointed as Sales
Manager

We open new laboratory testing facilities at
Greenbank

Jeanette Walker in the The laboratory at
Lab(2009) Finningley




1982 (continued)

Purchase of Langholme Manor
Farm

Irrigating at Langholme
(Picture taken Sept 09)

Above & below — the old
Manor Farmhouse at
Langholme Farm

Acquire A Brown & Sons, Epworth

We start packing potatoes for:




Ralph Smith, Andy Woolliams, Les
Ruth Cooper, Diane Moss, Hawksworth
Christine Crabtree, Marie Worth

Arnold Knaggs &
Stephen Uttridge

Mr & Mrs J Morrell The Higgins family




1985 1986

_ . _ _ _ David Thompson is appointed finance
Michael Higgins presents Alice Metcalf with a Micro ~ wave she Director

won in a staff competition

Innovative and efficient handling and
storage system introduced - storing

New Packhouse is built potatoes in 5 tonne boxes




1987 - 1988

Final stores built at Finningley — bringing capacit y to 33,000
tonnes of environmental box storage (aerial photo o f site)

Michael Higgins (centre) in Potato Store with

staff — Andy Woolliams, Alice Metcalf, Ruth

Cooper, Mick Leather, Alwyn Pilsworth and
others




1989

Opening day of our new offices at Greenbank House 0 n Old Bawtry Road, Finningley
The offices are opened by Douglas Hogg MP




1990

Our old offices were transported to France to open
Pommies Limited

Current Pommies staff in their office, Xavier, Beno
Nathalie (picture taken July 2009)

a new company —

it, Sarah and

1991
Alain Gerard
appointed Branch
Manager Higgins
Agricole, Ychoux

Alain left the
company in 2008
to pursue his
family
champagne
business

Karen Higgins
appointed Potato
Manager
(June 1992)

1994
Major investment in
new washing and
packing facilities at
Finningley, making
it one of the most
efficient in the
country

Start farming at
Beech Hill Farm

Straw bales at

Beech Hill
(Picture taken Sept 09)




1995

1997

1998

First Inaugural Higgins Golf Day

left — right Nick Vermont (McCains) Michael Higgins
guest

Above picture taken at 2001 Golf day

Purchase of Beech Hill Farm

Combine harvester working August 2009

David Higgins

Michael Higgins

Purchase of KP

appointed Group appointed Group Crisps -
Managing Director Chairman procurement
division
Niven House — our
office at Riseholme,
Lincoln
Graeme Byers Substantial
appointed Technical investment in mobile
Director washing systems to
facilitate washed
potato delivery to
processing
customers
left — right
David Higgins
Michael Higgins
Kevin Higgins

Mobile Washer in action




1999

Ruth Cooper (Credit
Controller) retires
after 28 years

We gain ‘Investor in
People’ recognition

40™ Anniversary
celebrations

2000

Purchase of Seed
Business (Gordon &
Innes)

Lorna Smith at work in
the Laboratory

2001

Staff raise £1,000 for
the Children’s
hospice, Bluebell
Wood in Doncaster

We are the main
sponsor of British
Potato 2001

We invest in Avalon
European — as part
of supply chain
management

2002

We raise £6,000 for
our charity -
Cameroon farmers —
by doing a
sponsored 3- peaks
walk

Staff on top of a very
misty Mount
Snowden

2003

We open new labs at
Ardgye to extend
testing resources

Potato plantlets ready to be
analysed in the new lab

£3,000 is raised for
North Notts Air
Ambulance — several
staff went on a
sponsored 132 bike
ride

Cameroon farmers bought
this vehicle with funds
that we raised

Merger of packing
business with
Solanum Ltd

ﬁ
450"%‘.’1“,[9

The most effective supplier of provenance

sourced fresh potatoes to the UK retail market

Riseholme division
moves to new offices in
Lincoln

Website is launched
First edition of staff
newsletter ‘Chippings’
Is printed




SMiC_hael Higgints p?zisents kl)-ong f We hold successful We raise £5,000 for St Staff attend team building day at
ervice awards 1o mempers O o o ’ = =

e g I seed potato trials in John’s hospice in Denton Hall

Hotel, Doncaster the Canary ISIandS Doncaster
Our potatoes are
loaded on the
Queen Mary 2 from
Tenerife
Brenda Clarke and Leigh Spivey Web site is re- ) _ )
receive Long Service Awards deSIQned to reﬂect Andy WOO”IamS (rlght) IS presented
“Family business — with a retirement gift from staff
Family Values” after 26 years
themes
Peter Lucke receiving his award
Pommies move to new Seed Division Our own potato variety ‘Smile’
offices in Reims announces joint makes it's debut in Tesco
venture with JJ
Burnett
David Higgins receives his award from
his father, Michael Hiaains




Michael Higgins presents Les Hawksworth, our longes t
serving member of staff with a retirement gift, sad ly Les
passes away later in the year

Shaun Langley is appointed Commercial Manager at ne  w offices in Stoke
Ferry

Higgins annual Hog Roast for staff and their famili es

Lincoln office closes — staff move to Finningley We start delivering seed potatoes by train

Peter Pritchard &
Alicia Handford have
transferred from
Lincoln to our head
office at Finningley

Unloading 1.3 tonne seed bags in Norfolk

We successfully retain
We take delivery of a new mobile washing system —c  an | prestigious BRC global Standard food safety Award
clean, grade & store 40 tonne potatoes per hour




2009 — we celebrate 50 years of business

We achieve an ‘A’ Grade
in our BRC Audit!

The Higgins Group
supports “Alzheimer

” . th
Please come and visit us at Scotland” in its 50 Year Xavier Ramboux has been

Stand 419 in Hall 2. We are appointed as General

sponsoring the pre-dinner Staff looking f q Manager of Pommies Limited
reception to celebrate our 50 tlab a:_e 03_ Ing (()jrwar ttol;’i
years in business celebration dinner dance to be

held in October 2009

The company welcomes
Warren Keyes back into
the business as our

Our stand at Emmeloord Commercial Manager

Sept 2009







